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Seminar on Speedy Justice and  

Inauguration of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Library 
(Rohtak, Haryana – January 25, 2010)  

Address by Hon’ble Mr. K.G. Balakrishnan, Chief Justice of India  

 

Shri Bhupinder Singh Hooda (Chief Minister of Haryana)  

Justice Mukul Mudgal and other High Court judges,  

Members of the bar and Friends,  

I am happy to be present here for the inauguration of this law 

library – which is being named after Dr. B.R. Ambedkar. It is apt that a 

repository of legal literature will be named after the architect of the 

Indian Constitution.   

  

I have been asked to say a few words on the desirability of speedy 

justice. There is of course no doubt that this is an important part of 

judicial administration. In many cases, the undue delay in disposal is a 

consequence of hurdles placed in the procedural steps involved in 

litigation. In the course of a legal proceeding, there is a likelihood of delay 

at various stages from the service of notice upon the parties, the framing 

of issues, submission of pleadings, examination of witnesses, production 

of documents and the counsels’ arguments. If a party apprehends an 

adverse result, there is a tendency on part of litigants or practitioners to 

place obstacles in these proceedings. The logical response to this 

endemic problem is that judges need to be more proactive in managing 

the flow of proceedings before them. Attempts to delay the proceedings 

should be treated firmly but it must also be kept in mind that the desire 

to improve procedural efficiency should not compromise the quality of 

justice being delivered. As inheritors of the common-law tradition, we are 

bound to follow the principles of natural justice, namely that ‘no man 

shall be a judge in his own cause’, that ‘no persons shall be condemned 

unheard’ and that ‘every order will be a reasoned order’.  
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Even though the judges are the main actors in the justice-delivery 

system, their efficiency is closely related to the behaviour of advocates, 

litigants, investigating agencies and witnesses among others. While 

public scrutiny is rightly being directed towards the performance and 

accountability of judges, there is also a need to examine the 

responsibilities of all the other participants in the judicial system. In 

particular, there is an urgent need to tackle the institution of frivolous 

claims and the giving of false evidence. Judges can perform their fact-

finding and adjudicatory roles in a satisfactory manner only if they 

receive the co-operation of all the stakeholders. In this sense, the judicial 

function is as much a collective enterprise as the other wings of 

government.   

 

A meaningful shift will only occur if attitudes change among the 

bar. Ultimately it is the responsibility of legal practitioners to advice their 

clients on the suitability of resorting to litigation. For resolving many 

categories of disputes, adversarial courtroom litigation is not appropriate 

since disputes can be amicably resolved at the pre-trial stage. With the 

objective of promoting awareness about these methods, full-time 

Mediation Centres have been established in the various High Courts as 

well as some of the District Courts. Their function is to not only provide 

mediation services but also to impart training about the same.  

 

I must also comment on the importance of Legal Aid programmes, 

especially those which seek to impart legal literacy in remote and 

backward areas. We must acknowledge that access to legal education is 

still confined to a privileged few and that the existing pool of judges and 

lawyers is not adequate to bring about the changes that we desire. In 

recognition of this fact, a Committee headed by a sitting Supreme Court 

judge has been recently appointed to oversee the training of motivated 
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young individuals as paralegals, who can then expand the reach of the 

legal aid programmes.  We are also in the process of designing a project 

dedicated to the improvement of access to justice in the North-Eastern 

region of our country. It is our hope that improved awareness and access 

to legal remedies will help in mitigating the socio-political conflicts in 

troubled areas.  

   

Efforts are also being made to incorporate Information Technology 

(IT) based solutions in order to strengthen the judicial system. Under the 

E-Courts project, most judicial officers in the country have been provided 

with computers, printers and access to legal databases. Steps are also 

being taken to digitize precedents as well as the permanent records of 

courts at all levels. At present the daily cause-lists, orders and 

judgments of the Supreme Court and the respective High Courts are 

freely available online through the Judgment Information System 

(JUDIS). In the coming years, the objective is to ensure that materials 

pertaining to all subordinate courts as well as tribunals will also be made 

freely available through this system.   

 

Another important element of judicial reforms are the training 

progammes, which are held at the National Judicial Academy (Bhopal) 

and the various State Judicial Academies. These programmes are 

periodically held for the benefit of sitting judges from all levels. They are 

designed to raise awareness about the latest legal developments and to 

strengthen skills for court-management, research and writing. Special 

efforts are made to sensitise judges to the complex interactions between 

the law and social realities. These programmes also serve as a common 

forum for judges serving in different parts of the country to interact and 

learn from each others’ experiences.  
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Like any public institution, the quality of justice-delivery also 

depends on the trust and confidence of the larger public. We rely on an 

active bar, a free press and a vigilant citizenry to point out our 

unintended mistakes so that we can improve our functioning. I sincerely 

hope that the dialogue between the judiciary and the various 

stakeholders in our society continues to take place in a cordial and 

constructive manner. 

 

Thank You! *** 


